
Marshlands Primary School Knowledge Organiser Let’s Rock Upper Key Stage 2

By the end of the unit, pupils will be able to answer…

• What different tests can we use to learn more about

rocks?

• Why are different types of rocks used for different

purposes?

• How are fossils useful in telling us about the past?

Vocabulary Definition

geologist someone who studies rocks

igneous
a type of rock that is formed by the cooling 

and hardening of lava or magma

lava liquid rock that flows outside a volcano

magma liquid rock inside a volcano

metamorphic
a type of rock that is formed through 

extreme heat or pressure

palaeontologist someone who studies fossils

preservation
the process of something being kept the 

same

pressure
the force produced when something is 

pressed upon with great mass

sediment tiny pieces of rocks and bones

sedimentary
a type of rock that is formed when sediment is 

pressed together over millions of years

Investigate!

• Devise own tests for investigating the different

types of rocks

• Use secondary sources to discover how different

rocks are formed

• Rank different rocks for a range of purposes

• Come up with clear and concise explanations of

how fossils are made

• Research what geologists and palaeontologists

are discovering and studying in modern times


